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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.58 pm]: Last week we marked World Refugee Day. The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees’ figures indicate that there are almost 71 million refugees worldwide with half 
of this number being children. World Refugee Day is a way to raise awareness about the issues affecting refugees 
and to celebrate the positive contributions that they make in our community. Refugees are displaced through war, 
persecution, religious intolerance and ethnic cleansing. In the near future climate change will swell these numbers 
with sea levels rising and severe drought forcing many from their homes. These global figures are overwhelming 
but we can and should act locally. There is no better example of this than the wonderful work and leadership of 
Stephen Bowman who has retired after 21 years at the helm of the Edmund Rice Centre. His desire to teach English 
to refugees grew exponentially to numerous programs for refugees and Aboriginals in the Mirrabooka and 
Girrawheen areas. They are big shoes to fill. I wish Natasha Kumuk well in her new role as CEO.  
I also commend the wonderful school community at Hudson Park Primary School that marked World Refugee Day 
with lunch and a colourful concert. Many parents came, a lot from refugee backgrounds, and were given a terrific 
welcome. The students wore national dress and stories were shared of the journey to safety and of courage and 
resilience. There is more we can be doing at a state level. The McGowan government deserves credit for extending 
transport concessions to asylum seekers and the recently formed Parliamentary Friends of Refugees will be 
a vehicle for identifying other things we can do to assist. I thank my colleagues Janine Freeman and Alison Xamon, 
MLC, for setting up this group.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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